HENRYS LAKE
FOUNDATION

rPrlnted by J&D, Castleford, Idaho (208) 537-6688 or 1-800-669-8076

Spring 1994

Notice to All Readers from Fred Grimes, Newsletter Coordi-
nator.

From time to time we may have articles of a controversial
nature in this newsletter. It will be our policy not to censor or
edit the content of the articles without the consent of the au-
thors. However, the opinions and statements made are those
of the authors and are not necessarily the views and opinions
of the Henry'’s Lake Foundation and its Board of Directors.

President’s Message:

Boy how time flies. Seems like winter was awfully short this
time around. We had a very mild winter in Eastern Idaho.
Sounds like Henry's Lake came through in fine shape. Although
the ice has not broken yet, the dissolved oxygen content is
high enough to get the fish through until ice out. In talking
/"ith Tom Herron, hatchery manager, he says that it looks like
we're in for a record return of cutthroat to the hatchery. He
also says that the fish are in good shape with healthy eggs.
This sounds like nothing but good news to me.

The money needed to complete the water quality study on
the lake has been applied for. If you were not aware, it was
felt that some further study needed to be done on some of the
tributary streams to see where the source of their high nutrient
contribution to the lake was located. Once these studies are
completed, then we should see some suggestions on what can
be done to help the lake.

Our annual membership meeting will be held Saturday, July
2, 1994 at Staley Springs Lodge. | hope everyone can attend.
We will have a picnic and silent auction. Bring your folding
chairs and a salad type dish. The Foundation will provide the
meat dish, beverage, dessert, plates and utensils. Remember
this is our only fund raising function and we need your help to
continue to enhance Henry's Lake.

We are also planning to build a fencing project along Kelly
Springs Creek (west side of lake) on the old Webster Ranch -
probably on July 5 and 6. The Foundation will be cost and
labor sharing the project with the Idaho Department of Fish
and Game. Please plan to work with us and bring your gloves.
It will be great to work together outdoors on another fine fish-
ery improvement project for Henry’s Lake.

— I'hope all of you can have the opportunity to visit Henry’s

ake this summer. Last season was the best for fishing that I
have ever experienced, but I have a sneaking suspicion that
this season will be even better. I know one thing for sure, I will
be putting in my time on the lake.

Doug Siepert

Spring 1994 Hatchery Report

The 1993 season is complete and we're gearing up for the
1994 season. The summary for 1993 is included and shows a
pretty good fishing season. There were many large fish caught
during the 1993 season and this trend should continue in 1994.
From length frequency data we see evidence of a fairly strong
year class recruiting into the 16 inch range for this season.
Oxygen levels have been the highest that we have seen since
we've been sampling comprehensively (since 1991).

The hatchery run is very strong this year with hybrids aver-
aging around 22 inches in the first 11 days of the run and
cutthroat averaging around 18 inches. As of March 11th, 7,500
total fish have been handled in 11 days from the ladder. This
compares with a 60 day total in 1993 of just over 6,000 fish.

The work schedule for the 1994 season includes fin clip-
ping adult fish from the spawning run and extensive trap net-
ting prior to the season opener to estimate the trout popula-
tion and to estimate year class strength, survival, exploitation
and average size. This population work will also include around
2,000 fish that will be jaw tagged for rewards to help estimate
exploitation. Gillnetting will be conducted as part of the stan-
dard yearly assessment and we hope to gain more informa-
tion on the Utah chub population in the lake.

There will be a fencing project conducted adjacent to the
annual Foundation meeting if anyone is interested in helping.
We will be fencing Kelly Spring on the Taft and Hartman prop-
erty. This project was re-scheduled from last fall because we
were informed that this property had sold, but the buyer pulled
back during the winter and we are going to try again.

If there is any interest in a willow planting this year, a good
time to shoot for would be around the third week in April if the
weather continues as it has. A good project would be along
Howard Creek to try for a better take than the last planting.

There will be no regulation changes this season, none are
warranted biologically or sociologically - enough said.

The lake is within 4 inches of full pool and snowpack is at
around 80 percent so the water year looks good pending spring
and summer rains and the ludicrous determination by the
National Marine Fisheries Service that dams pose no threat to
outmigrating anadramous fish. This could result in an unnec-
essary draw down on Henry’s Lake for flushing flows from the
Upper Snake River storage system.

We will also be conducting a standardized stream survey
with the Nature Conservancy on the Henry’s Lake Outlet to
try and find directions to enhance the fishery there.




Henrys Lake Foundation
Creel Census Records For Henry’s Lake

Effort Fish Catch Rate (fish/hr) Percent Catch Composition (%)

. bouws Harvested =~ Harest ~ Total Released Ct _Hybrid Bib,'(:ls]\
1950 17,008 12,246 .72 .82 12 77 - Z
1951 27,947 12,302 44 .50 12 80 - 20
1971 102,233 36,720 .36 36 0 70 14 16
1972 83,800 27,027 32 32 0 69 19 12
1975 86,304 29914 35 .38 10 89 - 11
1976 68,109 18,650 27 54 49 81 3l 19
1977 66,139 16,466 25 44 44 74 4 29
1978 85,304 25,510 .30 48 37 48 20 33
1979 93,921 18,728 20 32 37 35 42 24
1980 68,446 9,262 14 21 37 31 59 10
1981 65,918 7,471 ikt 21 47 30 54 16
1982 63,273 7,071 A1 45 75 62 25 13
1983 95,996 25,447 23 1.23 81 84 9 7
1984 162,878 47,017 29 1.70 83 92 5 3
1985 125,666 37,921 .30 1.28 76 92 4 4
1986 172,772 67,681 39 87 55 85 14 1
1987 150,234 35,712 24 54 56 60 34 6
1988 100,479 19,503 20 82 76 49 39 12
1989 339,986 103,736 31 Y 60 50 45 5
1990 344,245 63,139 18 .51 64 53 41 5
1991 147,023 18,844 13 34 63 49 49 2
1992 115,526 12,192 11 45 72 38 52 10.\
1993 144,267 26,710 18 .64 71 76 21

Note: All fish under “catch composition (%)” column are in angler possession and checked during IDFG creel surveys.

Mean Size Harvest/Sport Fishery
I , e ~ Hybrid
Mean Mean
Size (mm) Total |Size (mm) % Over Size (mm)

Year Harvest % >20" No.>20" Harvest | Harvest 20" Harvest %>18"
1979 452 10.8 701 456 7.7 378 6.1
1980 429 109 317 459 16.0 391 48
1981 445 13.2 298 450 113 389 19.2
1982 416 6.9 300 451 17.2 405 254
1983 388 25 534 448 13.7 392 17.3
1984 388 0.5 214 427 54 393 30
1985 378 0 0 34,888 | 416 0 364 0
1986 407 0 0 57,274 441 5 364 0
1987 436 S 1,071 21,427 447 26 371 3
1988 430 8 765 9,556 432 17 383 20
1989 404 4 2,241 56,017 435 11 387 10
1990 427 2 669 33,464 461 24 433 0
1991 460 21 67 7,902 473 35 369 20 s~
1992 452 27 21 3,722 474 42 417 22
1993 410 7.2 26 21,905 485 35 382 23







